
I. What does it mean to be educated? 

II. What is God’s design for our childrens' minds? 

Engaging the child's heart and relating to the whole child is 
how to be an effective educator. 

III. Education 

A. Secular education measures how much the child knows by factual 
tests, and the mind is seen as an empty vessel to be filled. 

B. Biblical education views the child as being made in God’s image as a 
living, unique person with personality, certain gifts, abilities, and 
drives. 

When you cooperate with God’s design, your children will 
flourish. 



IV. Building Mental Strength 

Education is primarily a matter of the heart.  

A. Habits 

A habit is the ability to act upon common duties or   
 tasks without the necessity of deliberation.  

Attention 

  Concentration 

   
  Responsibility 

  
  Excellence 

  
  Orderliness 

  
  Truthfulness 

  
  Self-control 

  
  Diligence 
  



 B. Appetites 

Whatever you encourage your children to consume is what  
 will train their appetites or tastes. 
  

C. Language 

In the beginning was the Word…

D. Creativity 

 All children are creative…give them opportunities to   
 create.  

E. Curiosity 

 Curiosity stimulates the muscles of thinking and    
 understanding. 

 



F. Wisdom

 The ongoing renewing of your mind is the daily exercise   
 and strengthening of the mental muscle of wisdom in your  
 children. 

G. Reasoning 

 Reason is the process of accounting for what we know is  
 real and true in light of our knowledge of Jesus and the  
 gospel. 



V. Integrating Ideals into Discipleship and Reality 

In the absence of Biblical convictions,  
you will go the way of culture. 

A. Twelve Pillars of Wholehearted Learning 

1. Children need a home and family 

2. Children need to be discipled by their parents 
  

3. Children need to be accepted as persons 

4. Children need many relationships  

5. Children need purpose and hope 

6. Children naturally love to learn 

7. Children will learn at their own pace 

8. Children will learn in their own ways 

9. Children learn from real life 



10.  Children learn from real books 

11.   Children learn from art, music, and poetry 

12.   Children feed on truth, ideas, stories, and facts 

 B. WholeHearted Learning Educational Model 

1. Discipleship studies 

2. Disciplined studies 

3. Discussion studies 

4. Discovery studies 

5. Discretionary studies


